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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

La philosophic sociale et la guerre actuelle. Par J. Maxwell. Paris, Felix 

Alcan, 1916. — pp. vii, 207. 

This little book is by an author who has published several works on social 
psychology and criminology. The modesty of its preface disarms the critic; 
and the book is easily and quickly read, and well worth reading. It states 
the causes and nature of the war more adequately and clearly than many a 
longer work, and gives a lucid picture of the problems arising from it as they 
appear to a thoughtful Frenchman addressing his fellow-citizens. The point 
of view throughout is that of the lawyer. 

The philosophic sociale which is here applied is perhaps, as the preface 
remarks, not profound or original; but it is at least, so far as it goes, for the 
most part sensible and sound. It reduces to two or three principles, about as 
follows: 

1. The development of European civilization has tended to extend to inter- 
national relations "the principles of justice and equity admitted in the law 
which regulates relations between individuals." Germany, with its theory of 
the absolute state, represents an archaic and arrested state of moral develop- 
ment; the consequence of its putting this theory into practice is hideous 
barbarism. "La Kultur divinise l'fitat, le met au-dessus de la morale, en 
dehors de la bonne foi. Son avantage, tel du moins que 1 'intelligence inferieure 
de ses chefs le concoit, est son unique principe directeur. II n'a aucun respect 
de la loyaute, aucun egard pour la faiblesse de nations, qui pour etre petites 
par leurs dimensions, peuvent etre grandes par leurs traditions, leur gloire, 
leur civilisation. La force et l'interet materiel existent seuls et produisent 
naturellement la brutalite, la violence, le pillage, le mensonge, les expeditions 
militaires contre des vieillards, des femmes, des enfants. Guerre perpetuelle, 
tel est l'ldeal civilisateur germanique. Guerre par la violence ouverte et la 
terreur, ou guerre par les armements, les intrigues, la lutte industrielle et com- 
merciale. Guerre sans tr&ve, avec des soldats, des commis-voyageurs et des 
espions. . . . Nous luttons pour le respect de l'honneur et de la justice, pour 
la civilisation moderne, en un mot, contre la barbarie primitive." 

2. War does not justify crime, and the state which behaves as if it did, starts 
a process of moral degeneration in its citizens which will in the long run 
inevitably affect their actions as private individuals. Individuals who commit 
crimes, proscribed as such in the laws of their own country, against the citizens 
of another country, must be punished. The state of war does not excuse 
them, save in so far as they are executing the formal and specific orders of a 
superior officer; in such a case, this superior officer is the responsible criminal. 
Such criminals should be tried at the conclusion of the war before special 
tribunals, representing if possible all civilized nations. 
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3. There is also a collective criminality arising from "la participation col- 
lective d'une nation a une guerre d'agression, de convoitise, de malhonn§tet6 
sociale." Germany, M. Maxwell holds, is guilty of this in every sense. The 
war was one of premeditation, aggression, and bad faith; its excesses were pre- 
meditated and systematically prescribed. The nation is entirely at one with 
its rulers in the war. Sanctions and damages are rightly to be exacted; the 
principles of civil procedure apply here, as those of the criminal law do to 
individuals. If state property does not suffice, private property must be 
attached; and M. Maxwell insists that for the sake of its own future, and 
as a guarantee, France must occupy the entire left bank of the Rhine until the 
German people have reorganized their government, and the inhabitants of the 
occupied provinces freely choose to return. 

Edmund H. Hollands. 
University of Kansas. 

War and the Ideal of Peace. By Henry Rutgers Marshall. New York, 

Duffield and Company, 1915. — pp. 234. 

The purpose of this book, as the sub-title indicates and as the author ex- 
plains in his introduction, is to present "a study of those characteristics of 
man that result in war, and of the means by which they may be controlled." 
As a matter of fact, however, the book by no means confines itself to this 
somewhat definite subject, but spreads out into a sort of general philosophy 
of peace, the greater part of which has no close connection with the psycho- 
logical problem which the author proposed to discuss. Part I, which the 
author calls "Basic Problems" and which covers more than one-third of the 
book, is really a system of metaphysics in outline, and while the control of 
those characteristics. of human nature which lead to war might be undertaken 
by one who accepts this metaphysics, the problem is just as meaningful and 
the solution just as possible from the point of view of a dozen other systems. 

The occasion for this metaphysical introduction is the author's desire to 
refute those who regard the recurrence of war as a 'law of nature.' It would 
seem as if a very simple explanation of the meaning of the words would be 
sufficient, for surely the proposition, ' War is a law of nature ', can only mislead 
by its vagueness, but the author takes the occasion to sketch a dualism of the 
natural and psychical and to assert universal creativeness or spontaneity in 
both. Now it is of course clear that if nature and mind are creative, the 
abolition of war is a possibility (along with almost anything else, for the limits 
of creation are not very clear), but it is also clear that creativeness has not the 
faintest connection with the practical problem of controlling the causes of war. 
This problem, which the author set out to discuss, could just as well or even 
better be treated by one who regarded it as nothing more than a problem in 
psychological engineering; the spontaneity of the individual is as irrelevant 
as the spontaneity of steel girders to a bridge-builder. For no one who under- 
stands the use of the terms can possibly mean more by the 'laws of nature' 
than that something will happen under certain conditions, and the problem of 



